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2015 Legislative Update/TRACKER REPORT  #02 
  
The Legislature has now completed six weeks into the current Session and just recently we began to see 
specific bill proposals being placed on the Committee agendas for initial hearings.  Things should start to move 
more quickly now as they work to meet their self-imposed deadlines.  The first deadline is March 20th, in which 
the Committee must act favorably in order for the bill to receive further consideration in the current term.  The 
second deadline is a week later, March 27th in which favorable action must be taken on bills, or companion of 
bills, that met the first deadline in the other house.  The third deadline is April 24th, for the committees to act 
favorably on major appropriations and finance bills. 
  
At this time, there have been 985 bills introduced in the House and 909 in the Senate, of which around eighty 
of them have been referred to the House Public Safety and Crime Prevention Committee or the Senate 
Judiciary Division and a few to the Senate Transportation and Public Safety Division.  I am following those bills 
for us now waiting to see which of them receives the nod from the legislative leadership for hearings.  
Committee chairs are very influential in this process as they can pretty decide which bills even get an initial 
hearing in their Committee. 
As the Session proceeds, I'll continue to keep you updated on the progress of the bills we're most interested in 
following.  Following is a summary of some of the bills that we'd expect to be heard at some point during the 
Session: 
  
SF 355 (Champion)/HF 342 (Cornish and 34 others) :  The Voting Restoration Bill. 
The Senate file is scheduled for hearing in the Senate Judiciary on Thursday, Feb. 19th at Noon.  I'd expect 
Rep. Cornish to hear the House bill in the near future. There appears to be overwhelming support for this on 
both sides of the aisle, so we believe the Voting Restoration bill has the best chance to be adopted this year. 
There are a few other voting restoration bills out there, HF 120 (Mullery)/no SF, and others but SF 355/ 
HF 342 will be the vehicles to complete this. 
 
SF 878 (Latz) HF 849 (Cornish) :  The Criminal Justice Finance Bill. 
This bill contains all appropriations for the entireDivision and is therefore a very lengthy bill.  We'll 
comment on specifics as the bill starts it's hearing process.  These two bills have somewhat different 
priorities and remember, the Governor also has a separate recommendation.  Ultimately, we hope all 
sides can come to consensus and pass this Division-bill as a part of a new state budget. 
 
HF 240 (Zerwas, Schoen) SF 141 (Goodwin) :  Comprehensive mental health programs and grants 
authorization providing for release of offenders from custody for placement into mental health 
programming.   
SF 141 is scheduled for hearing in the Health, Human Servicesand Housing Committee on Wed, 2/18/15.   
$ 8 million is appropriated for the 2016-17 biennium. 
 
HF 199 (Hilstrom, Cornish)/SF 240 (Eaton, Hoffman) :  Amends 1st Degree Burglary to include Order  
For Protection as an underlying offense. No hearing set yet, but expected to be considered. 
 
HF 104 (Norton)/SF 239 ( Eaton) :  Adds forfeiture provisions to 60-9.531 to the crime of financial 
Exploitation of an Vulnerable Adult. 
No hearing yet, but lots of talk about this need. 
 
HF 071 (Swedzinski) SF 082 (Dahms) :  Criminal vehicular homicide enhanced penalty. 
This bill enhances a sentence under certain conditions to a maximum of 15 years.  HF 71 is scheduled for 
hearing on Wed, 2/18/15 in Public Safety.  It is thought this may be a part of an Omnibus bill. 
 
HF 241 (Hilstrom, Cornish) SF 419 (Champion, Eaton) :  Creates an Electronic Impersonation Crime. 
  
HF 274 (Zerwas, 8 others)SF 168 (Kiffmeyer, 3 others) :  Provides for Consecutive sentencing for 
Assaulting correctional employees, attorneys, Judgesor Probation Officers. 
This should get a hearing soon according to the author. 
 
 



HF 651 (Franzen) SF 645 (Ingebrightsen) :  DWI/Implied Consent allows plate impoundment  to include 
impaired person supervising a permit holder.  
 
HF 687 (Scott, Dehn)/SF 499 (Latz) :  DWI forfeiture law application prohibited on persons who enter 
the Ignition Interlock Program.   Being a Chairman's bill, expect to see upcoming hearing and progress on 
this proposal. 
 
HF 714 (Dehn, J. Ward) NO SF:  This is a comprehensive bill on juvenile justice issues which 
addresses diversion, use of restraints, public hearings involving juveniles, Dept of Human Services 
collateral sanctions, and other alternatives to detention; and money appropriated. 
This bill was drafted by a committee from JJAC .  It needs a Senate sponsor.  We'll provide further details as  
the bill progresses. 
 
HF 343 (Mullery, Steve Johnson) no SF:  Creates credit for employers who hire ex-felons. 
This has been discussed in past years, but has always been lost along the way. 
 
HF 502 (Brian Johnson) no SF:   This bill would allow felons to petition their Court of Conviction 
for restoration of their ability to possess firearms, with good cause. 
  
HF 504 (B. Johnson, Hilstrom) no SF:   Authorizes issuance of a Criminal Order for Protection as a part 
of a felony sentence. 
 
HF 969 (Hertaus, 13 others) no SF:  Requires offenders placed on Intensive Supervision upon release 
from custody, must be connected to electronic monitoring upon release. 
  
SF 274 ( Rosen, Dziedzic, Cohen and Latz) no HF:  Establishes a Parole Board. 
Establishes a five member parole board but it would have no jurisdiction over Sex offenders. 
  
SF 019(Wiger)/HF 015 (Mariani) :  Requires compulsory school attendance to age 18 unless 
graduated. 
The HF 015 is scheduled for hearing on 2/19/15 in the Education Innovation Policy Committee. 
 
SF 184 (Franzen, Dibble, 3 others) HF Uglem, Ward and 9 others:  Provides $ 5 million in Grants each 
year of 2016-17 for Youth Intervention Programs. 
  
SF 279  (Schmidt, Pedersen) /no HF :  Would  Allow Law Enforcement  diversion into educational  
program on certain traffic offenses. 
  
I think this is a good summary of a majority of the bills we're currently tracking, and of course, this changes 
every week with new additions and/or committee actions.  There is always interest from the membership on the 
status of pension legislation and I continue to watch the work of the Commission on Pensions and Retirement.  
Right now Senator Sandy Papas has introduced SF 519 / HF 565 (O'Driscoll) which is intended to address 
the inequities of the Post retirees who have limited to 1% annual increases over the past eleven years.  The 
pension fund continues to improve and once that stabilizes, an early retirement incentive may again be 
considered.  
  
Please contact me with your questions, concerns, suggestions and whatever, as my goal is to be responsive to 
our membership.  Thanks for your support! 
  
Calvin Saari 
Legislative Liaison 
Minnesota Corrections Association  
sisuwithsaari@aol.com 


